


From Dot

A note before yow turn the
[gage.

Bluwely mine. He was James's
first, and now ey mine, and
o the days I'm away he's tire
suaf by, or Kits, or wioever
happens to- be on Hre benciv
whew e goes post: Between the
Lot of them ey got tie ruw of
Bondi, and he keeps a tally.

Hels lent me a page of UF for the
back of His book.

ln here yol fund Hae dogy
and tie people he sees most
oftenn — the regulars, held say,
Uf dogy sadld Hhingy — and
twelve days from iy year. One
day per short; but never the
day of the short: The booksy are
tHhe bits wirere sometiving goes
wrong. These are He bits
where notiung does
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Hector

Big as a horse. Soft as a couch. The
day I claimed the sunny patch he lay
down across the doorway. The patch was
mine. The doorway was his. We did not
negotiate.



Hal

Hal lives in the library. The librarian
feeds him sardines from a tin and he
reviews each one solemnly before
eating. He has read more books than any
of us, and he is very quiet about it.



Copper. Languid. Theatrical. Rory
believes the world is watching. He is
correct. I am.



The Butcher

Behind the shop there is a garden the
customers never see. The men eat their
lunch there, washed up and gentle. A
hand comes over the gate. We do not
speak. We have never needed to.



The Tram Conductor

He has tried twice to make me get off
the tram. He has stopped trying. The
seat is mine. The view is mine. He
punches my ticket out of habit. Or
perhaps respect.



Mrs M on Curlewis

A saucer. Always a saucer. I have never
been inside the house and I do not
intend to. The arrangement is
dignified.



The Surf Club Cook

The plate goes on the third step. I
take the plate. The plate returns to
the third step. This has held since
1944.
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Bk 1 — Blue at the Wagging Tail

The potciv moves an unch eaci
day. By winter it will be wnder
Hhe desk. By suwmmer U wlll be
back by the window: The pateiv
and | ane an uwnderstonoing
oot His:



Bk 2 — Blue and the Librarian

The reading-table U for reading.
The wnder—table is for me. We
howe seporated the work cleanly.



Bk 3 — Blue at the Surf Club

They go- un at dawn. They come
back ot dawn. Somewirere un
betweew they hawve done a tiving |
camnnot follows and | sit on the
duwne anode wotei e not follow-
uF eltiner.



Bk 4 — Blue and the Ballet School

The ptano. The tHhuwmp~tHuump of
feet: The prano: The
thauwmp—thmp- of feet: This too- s
a kind of work.



Bk 5 — Blue at the Pavilion

The benci faces the sea. The sea
s doing wiat it always does: |
have sat here long enough to-



Bk 6 — Blue and the Codebreaker

Drw writesy tHhungs doww Drw
looks at the things she has
writtenw doww Drw wrifes movre
thingy dowwn | sleep on the
wiundowsil. We are botiv, v owr
way, workaing.



Bk 7 & 8 — Christmas Hamper / Easter Show

The pine smells of pine. The
bone, wrapped, smelly of bone. |
amw pofient: Later: dust: Bunting.
A paper hat un e dinrt: A rubber

boll somewirere about: The day s
goool



Bk 9 & 10 — The Tram / Nudges a Romance

My reflection in the window-
keeps pace witHr me. It U, | Huink,
my finest frieno Later, on e
The afternoon W tive wage



Bk 11 & 12 — Saves the Carnival / Comes Home
They have left the bunting ovw
the grouwnd. | have nspected ot
Acceptople. Loter: the door. The
light belind it The day done.
The day done.
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All twelve of Blue's mysteries.
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Read the series -
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